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. For the Gospel Advocate. 
CHRIST’S COMING TO JUDGMENT. 
A Lecture on 2 Thess. i. 610, delivered 

at Rochester, N. Y. Nov: 24th, 1823, by 

the Rev. J. 8. Tuompson. 

Since I have begun to labor in the vine- 
yard of my Lord, as a minister of the Ev- 
ERLASTING GospEL, the subject of this Lec- 
ture has frequently been alleged by my op- 

nents, as an unequivocal demonstration 
of human woe in a future mode of existence ; 
and an insurmountable obstacle to the prog- 
ress of the’ doctrine of Universal Salvatian. 
A variety of circumstances has -ealled the 
attention ‘of the public to this passage of 
scripture, as a dernier resort of the oppos- 


ers of uhiversalisms and it has been selec- 


ted seven times by diflerent clergymen, in 
the vicinity of this populous and growing 
- village, in their attempts to overthrow or 
establish the Apranamic Fairu. I have 
therefore undertaken to show, that this por- 
tion of sacred scripture relates to the se- 
vere chastisements of God, inflicted on the 
Jews for rejecting our Lord and persecut- 


ing his followers 3. and that it_ has no allu- 
sion whatever to the destiny of men in an- 


other and unseen world. ‘The discussion 
of this contested and alarming passage shall 
be conducted according to the following ar- 


, 


rangement. 
1. I shall endeavor to render the trans- 
lation more correct and agreeable to the o- 


rinal Greek. 

2, I speak of the time, manner, signs, 
and end of Christ’s comings ea 

1. The Greek preposition meta signifies 
_ in company ; co-operation in the same de- 
sign ; adherence to the same party. The 
original meaning of the word appears to 
have been a conductor whom others accom- 
pany. ence the phrase, thlebomenois 
meth hemon, may be rendered our fellow- 
sufferers ; and meth angelon, co-operating 
with his: messengers, or conducting his mes- 
sengers asa leader or captain. According- 
ly the seventh verse will read, “rest to you 
our fellow-sufferers at the revelation of the 
Lord Jesus from heaven co-operating with 
his mighty messengers,” i. e. conducting the 
Roman ammy to inflict thelong predicted woes 








on the Jewish people and nation. The 
phrase dikentiein, in the ninth verse, ans- 
wers to the penas dare of Virgil, and signi- 
fies to pay justice, atone, expiate or suffer. 
This is the constant and I may add the al- 
most invariable meaning of the above 
phases in the best Latin and Greek clas- 
sics. The ninth verse ought therefore to 
read, “who shall suffer, olethron aionion, 
aionion loss fronithe presence of the Lord, 
and the glory of his majesty.” Is. ii. 19, 21. 
The term, clethron, translated destruction 
has induced many to adopt the unmerciful 
and unscriptural notion of the annihilation 
of the wicked. But this fanciful opinion 
must have originated from inattention to the 
scriptural and_ classical use of the.term as 
well as to thé doctrine of the everlasting 
gospel. Ollumi, in Greek, pereo in Latin, 
perdre in French, and perish in English, 


‘are terms frequently used to express appre- 


hension of some impending danger. | Ole- 
thron derived from ollumi, may therefore 
be correctly translated loss. Moreover 
what Paul calls tribulation in the sixth 
verse is denominated destruction, in the 
ninth. Where Luk» uses the word apole- 
sai to destroy, Matthew employs’ the term 
basanisai, to torment. Though both the 
evangelists intended to communicate the 
same idea. Luke iv. 34, Mat. viii. 29,.— 
When Matthew speaks of destroying both 
soul and body in Gehennah, Uuke expres- 
ses the same ideas by the phrase, cast into 
Gehennah. Mat. x, 28, Luke xii: 5) If the 
wicked be annihilated on account of their 
iniquity, how can the reward‘be according 
to works? But the uniform language of 
scripture declarés both the righteous and the 
wicked shall be» récompensed for their 
deeds ; and men shall be beaten with many 
or few stripes in proportion as they have 
been more’ or less vicious in their moral 
conduct. Ifthe phrase to be no more, Ps. 
civ. 5, Lam. v. 7, which in several langua- 
ges implies to die, mean utter and perpetu- 
al extinction of being, then Enoch, Joseph 
and Daniel must have been annihilated.— 
Gen. v. 245 xiii. 13, and Ps. xxxix. 13.— 
If the second death, which Whitby on my 
text shows from the ¢argums of Onkelos, U- 
ziel, and Jerusalem to be a proverbial ex- 
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pression denoting the correction of the im- 
pious, mean annihilation, then those who 
are cast into the lake of fire cannot be tor- 
mented day and night; nor can the wrath 
of God abide on unbelievers. . Rev. xiy. 11, 
John iii. 36. But Israel who destroyed him- 
self, Hos. xiii: 9; the son of perdition, 2 
Thes. ii, 3, the wicked, whom the Lord 
will destroy, 2 Thess. i. 8, who shall be 
punished with everlasting destruction, 2 
Thess. i. 9, and will utterly perish, Deut. 
iv. 26, Josh. xxiii. 16, and Deut. xxx. 15, 
was no-other, in the opinion of Lightfoot, 
Le Clerk, Hammond, and other able com- 
mentators, than the Jewish nation, which as 
a body politic and ecclesiastical was des- 
troyed or dispersed forever. Notwithstan- 
ding if ever the design of God in creating 
intelligent beings, the objects of Christ’s 
mediatorial kingdom, or the covenant and 
promises of God, be accomplished,the soul- 
chilling doctrines of annihilation and end- 
less misery will then be demonstrated equal- 
ly false and delusive. Let the believers of 
destruction reflect on the character of that 
God who, though he bring to destruction 
the sons of men, yet saith to them return a- 
gain, Ps. xc. 33 and who declares that not 
one grain of that Israel whom he destroyed, 


the above criticism be correct, my text will 
read thus, “seeing it is righteous with God 
to recompense tribulation to them who trou- 
ble you, but rest to you our fellow suffer- 
ers, at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from 
heaven.as a flame of fire, co-operating with 
his powerful messengers (the Roman army ) 
administering justice to those who neither 
honor God nor obey the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ 3 who shall suffer aionion loss 
(veing excluded ‘till the fulness of the Gen- 
tiles come) from the’ presence of the Lord 
and the glory of his majesty. 

As ' have adopted the term aionian in- 
stead of, everlasting, some explanation may 
be necessary. It is derived from the noun 
aion, which, Phavorinus says, signifies he 
zoe kaj ho bios, \ife, or to metron tes an- 
thropines 20es, the measure or length of 
human life. "Phe word age is the most ap- 
propriate in the Singlish Janguage to ex- 
press the signification of the Greek aion.— 
Thus we speak of the age of a child, the 
age of a man, the antediluvyian age, the Pa- 


age of the world. 


we find the term age varied, and the extent | 
of its duration known only by the qualifying 


words or phrases with which it is connec. 
ted; for by the above examples the word 
age may indefinitely denote a period of one 
ryear, fifty, years, two thousand years, or five 
thousand years, as the sense may require — 
The Hebrew olam translated aion inthe sep- 
tuagint, and correctly rendered into En- 
glish by our translators only once, Ephes, 
ii. 7, by the word age, signifies a concealed 
or unknown period of time, whose, duration 
like the terms aion and age, can only be 
measured by the subject to which it is ap- 
plied. ‘The Hebrew slave who stipulated . 
to serve his master, od olam, sept. eis aionay 
English for ever, Ex. xxi. 6, Dent. xy. 17 
did not thereby agree to serve for any def 
inite period of time; for the duration of hig 
servitude entirely depended on the follows 
ing Circumstances. 1. His owndeath. 2, 
The death of his master. 3. The return of 
the jubilee. Whichever of these occurred 
first, dissolved the agreement, and eflected 
the termination of that indefinite period in- 
dicated by the phrase od olam, eis aiona, 
forever. Accordingly the same. phrase as 
translated forever, all the days of his life, 
as long as he liveth, 1 Sam. i. 11, 22, 28. 
Ifence we see the Hebrew od olam, the 
Greek eis aiona, and the English fovever, 


44 > should perish, Amos ix. 95; and then let} or everlasting expressive of the duration of 
i Be them say whether God shall deliver from|the Hebrew’s servitude, or Samuel’s life 
saute destruction agreeably to Ps. cvii. 20? If} might have indicated a period ef one week, 


three days, as in Jonah ii, 6, or one year, 
but could not exceed the time of 48 years; 
jor every 49th year brought again the re- 
turn of jubilee. How despicable then must 
those doughty champions of orthodoxy and 
advocates of endless misery, appear to in- 
telligent readers or hearers, when they urge 
the argument for eternal ‘misery from the 
term alon, as implying eternal duration ;— 
whilst the very highest classical authority 
limits the term to the length of human’ life. 
Isocrates and Zenophen say, ton aiona di- 
agein, to pass the time of life. Teleutesai 
ton aiona, in Werodotus and Sophocles sig 
niftes, ¢o end life, or dic. Homer uses aion 
frequently as the synonime of zoe, life, H. 
iv. 478, Il. v. 685, and I. xvi. 458. And 
sometimes for the period of a short life lost 
in battle. Ho nun aion, in the scriptures, 
always signifies the present life. See Whit- 
by on Ephes. ii. 2; 2 Tim. iv. 10; Mark 





x. 30, Surely if the word aion imply eter- 
nal duration Christ and his apostles must 


: ' ringosts | have been very ignorant of its meaning 3 for 
triarchial, age, the Christian age, and the | he tells them, the harvest, or founding of 


Fn al : be + + 46 e “ 
fn all these examples, | the christian church, is the end of the aion. 


Mal. xiil. 39. Lo Lam with you till the end 
of the aion. Mat. xxviii. 20. And they ask 
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him what shall be the signs of the end of the 
world aion. Mat. xxiv..3. Moreover the 
writers of the New Testament speak’ of a 
time before the aions began. 1 Cor.ii. 7. The 
beginning of the aions, Ephes. iii, 9; Col. 
i. 26; of the end of the aions, Heb. ix. 26; 
of aions past and aions to come, Col. i. 26; 
Ephes. ii. 7; of a period which shall last 
through the aionof aions, Ephes. iii. 21 5 of 
a-time after the aions shall be ended, and 
of a period hyperbolically exceeding aeoni- 
an, 2 Cor. iv. 17; and lastly of the forma- 
tion, or constitution of the aions, Heb. i. 2. 
Do our doctors know these things? If not 
are they not shamefully ignorant? If they 
do, ought not their efforts to:impose on the 
credulous induce us to beware of them in 
time to come? Felix quem aliena pericu- 
lo cautum. 


ing of the Son, so often mentioned in the 
prophesies, concerning the destruction of 
Jerusalem, and the dispersion of the Jewish 
nation. Mat. xxiv. 27, 37, 39. This ap- 
pearance of the Son of Man,was immediate- 
ly to follow the tribulation of the Jews, oc- 
casioned by the invasion of the Roman ar- 
my. Immediately after the tribulation 
of those days, shall appear the sign of the 
Son in heaven—and they shall see the Son 
of Man coming in the clouds of heaven, 
with power and great glory.” Mat. xxiv. 
29.30. For there shall be great distress 
in the land and wrath upon this people— 
and they shall fall by the edge of the sword, 
and be lead away captive into all nations, 
and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of 
the Gentiles ; then shall they see the Son 
of Man coming in a cloud with power and 


Having ascertained the import of the| great glory. Luke xxi. 23, 27. The time 


word aion, nothing more is needful than 
only to mention that aionios is derived from 
aion exactly as the word yearly from year, 
or daily from day; and as aion can never 
imply infinite duration, the aionion loss or 
destruction must be temporary. This view 
of the subject entirely excludes the doctrine 
of annihilation as well as that of endless 
misery; and at once pronounces the reign 
of evil or loss to be limitted,and followed by 
blissful succession of ages,producing streams 
of pure perenial felicity, lasting and perpet- 
ual as the existence of Deity, .anduni- 
versal as the whole number of intellectual 
beings throughout his vast empire. Here, I 
conclude this part of my discourse by ob- 
serving; that the aionion loss mentioned in 
my text, is the aionion correction, (as the 
word implies, Mat. xxv. 46, 1 John iv. 18, 
see Petit Pierre, on the Divine Goodness, ) 
whose duration and termination is distinct- 
ly fixed by the apostle to the time*of the ful- 
ness of the gentiles, Rom. xi. 25. Then will 
the aions terminate, Eph. i. 10. And all Is- 
rael will be. saved in the Lord with an ever- 
lasting salvation! 

2/ I shall now proceed to consider the 
time, manner, signs, and end of Christ’s 
coming. 

1. The Time. The Coming of Christ 
called by Paul Parousia tou Kuriou. 2 
Thess. ii. 1. is by the learned Dr. Hammond, | 
referred to his coming to destroy the Jewish 
nation and worship. To this period, says 


Dr. Whitby, the apostle James most certain- 
ly alludes where he exhorts the brethren to 
be.patient till the coming of the Lord; ad- 
ding this parousia, or coming of the Lord, 
is athand, and the judge standeth before 
the door. James v. 7—9. This isthe com- 








of Christ’s coming was so distinctly fixed, 
that none could possibly mistake. There 
be some of you standing here,said our Lord 
to his disciples, who shall not taste death 
till ye see the Son of Man come in his 
kingdom. Mat. xvi. 28. Mark ix, 1. Luke 
ix. 27. When they persecute. you in one 
city, flee ye into another, for verily I say 
unto you, vE shall not have gone over the 
cities of Israel,till the Son of Man be come. 
Mat. x.23. . This generation shall not pass 
till ail these things be fuifilled. Mat. xxiv. 
$4. Merk -xiti. 80. Luke xxi. 32, This 
prediction was verified in John, and ex- 
plains our Lord’s meaning. John xxi. 22. 
Uf he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? 
Indeed the language of Christ could not be 
more definite and determinate than it was 
in reply to the high priest’s adjuration, Mat. 
xxvi. 64, Haparri, presently, after a 
short time, ye shall see the Son of Man 
coming in the clouds of heaven: Accord- 
ingly both Christ and his apostles warn their 
auditors to watch, and be prepared for that 
event, seeing it might be both sudden and 
unexpected. Be ye also ready for in such 
an hour as ye think not the son of man com- 
eth. Matt. xxiv. 44. — Paul exhorts the Phi- 
lippians to moderation, and adds as a rea- 
son, the Lord is at hand. Phil. iv. 5. He 
adviseth the Thessalonians not to sleep as 
others, but to watch and be sober ; and ap- 
peals to their own knowledge of the uncer- 
tainty of Christ’s coming, as an argument 
for vigilance. Yourselves know perfectly 
that the day of the Lord cometh as a thief 
in the night. But ye are not in darkness 
that that day should overtake you as a 
thief. 1 Thess. v. 2, iv.6. In like manner 
Peter admonishes all to whom his epistle 
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hold I come’ quickly, says Jesus, he that is 


‘say of those preachers who 1750 years af- 





' consitent with the prejudices of their edu- 


‘“T beseech you brethren that ye be not 


-‘yantably and ignorantly rendezed huper tess 





BBS 675), sates GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





might come to be:sober and watch unto 
prayer, because the end of all things was at 
hand, and Christ was ready to judge both 
‘the quick and the dead. 1 Pet. iv. 5,7. Be- 


unjust, let him be unjust still. Seal not the 

rophecies of this book forthe time is at 
fe nd. Rev. xxii. 10, 12 What shall we 
ter these’ predictions have been fulfilled, 
still persuade their hearers to‘expect Christ’s 
coming to judgment? Let us»pity them! ! 
For either the scriptures are a forgery, or 
these teachers of the law;know net what they 
say, nor whereof they affirm! ! 

Some may object to the time I have fix- 
ed for the coming of Christ, from: the lan- 
guage of the apostle ‘in the next chapter, 
where he cautions the Thessalonians not to 
be troubled by his word or letter concerning 
the coming of Christ, which might have ex- 
cited alarm ; for previously to that event 
there would come apostasia a falling away; 
and the man of sin be revealed, the son of 
perdition. This grand apostacy has gener- 
ally been applied by protestant commenta- 
tors,to the corruptions of the Romish church, 
and consequently those who have been ed- 
ucated under the influence of tradition may 
be inclined to object to any sentiment in- 


cation. _ But how is it possibye on the com- 
mon theory to account for the general alarm 
occasioned by the first epistle ? It is evident 
from 2d Thess. ii, 1.. ‘That the Thessalo- 
nians understood the apostle as speaking of 
an event altogether at hand, in the-first e- 
eistle, chap. ii. 19, chap. iii. 13,chap. iv. 15, 
and chap. v.23. The apostle begins the 
second chapter of his second epistle thus, 


troubled concerning thecoming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Our translators have unwar- 


parouisas, by the coming, without one sin- 
gle instance of classical authority. On-the 
contrary I have rendered it concerning or 
on account of, which is the true and prop- 
er meaning of the term huper. The latin 
super is evidently derived from the Greek 
huper, and retains its signification in the fol- 
lowing phrase, super Hectore multa, asking 
many things concerning Hector. One prin- 
ciple cause of the second epistle was un- 
doubtedly to remove the apprehensions ex- 
cited by the first. Notwithstanding the a- 


postle says nothing in the second to induce 
' them to believe that any considerable time 
should elapse before the coming of Christ. 


‘defection. 


persecution. 





On the contrary he tells them, chap. ii. 6, 





7. The mystery of iniquity doth already 
work; and appeals to their - own knowi. 
edge of the cause of delay in Christ’s com. 
ing: and inferms them that as soon as he 
who-now liveth (in all probability Claudius 
the /imperor) shall be taken. away, by 
death, then shall the wicked be revealed 

then shall the Jews make. defection from 
the Roman. government which shall occa- 
sion their destruction by the Roman army. 
This is the grand civil apastacy which pro- 
duced their overthrow and despersion. That 
this apostacy was. a civil rebellion, Mr, 
Le Clere on Hammond, has .abundantly 
shown; the term apostacy is frequently.used 

in scripture in a political sens®. Jerusalem 

is called 'three times in one .chapter Polis. 

apostasis, the apostate city. Ex. ivs12,15, 
19. Whitby agrees with Le Clerc, but be- 
lieves the apostacy also.implied a_ religious 
There.can be no doubt but that 

the great apostacy of the Jews from. chris- 

tianity before Christ’s, coming. hastened 

their destruction. This much appears from 

the words of ‘Christ, Matt. xxiv..22....“Ex- 

cept thesedays should be shortened no flesh 

should be saved 3 but.for the elect’s sake 

those days shall be shortcned.” ‘Their re- 

ligious apostacy arose from their attach- 

ment to the law of Moses ; secondly from 

their expectations of .a..temporal. Messiah ; 

and thirdly, from their severe sufferings by 

‘To this: apostacy the aposties 

refer-in awful. language, Matt. xviii. 7, 8,9, 
Heb. vi. 6, 8. It became exceedingly great, 
not only in Judea and Palestine, but also in 

Asia and all places where the Jews had re- 

ceived the gospel, 2 Tim.i. 15. This fal- 
ling away was distinctly foretold by our 

Lord, Matt. xxiv. 11,12, as an event which 

should precede the destruction of Jerusalem. 

No inference therefore can be drawn from 

this epistle to dissolve the. connexion be- 

tween this’ apostacy and Christ’s coming. 

Therefore the coming of Christ mentioned 
by Paul must be the appearance of the Son 
of man to destroy the Jewish polity and na- 
tion. 


(To be continued.) 





To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 
THE PARABLE OF THE WHEAT AND TARES- 

Sir—The man who refuses to engage in 
religious controversies acts wisely, especial 
ly when called upon to promulgate hisopin- 
ions through the medium of a public journal. 

The denominations of christians are al- 
most’ as numerous as the chapters ot 
the book on which their faith '% 
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founded. The whole history of the religion 
which you profess proves, that every sect 
has been useful to the community in propor- 
tion as its. teachers haye pursued the hum- 
ble walks of their profession, without arro- 
gating to themselves the right of an officious 
intermeddling with the faith and opinions 
of others. : ‘ae 
The supreme object of every man ought 
to be, the, purity of his own faith and the ap- 
probation of his own conscience, in all tran- 
actions,connected with his worldly concerns, 
as well as in every act relating to the wor- 
ship, of his creator. : 
I believe there is no,instance upon record 
where the Tares have been separated from 
the Wheat, by controversial writings, dis- 
_played in the columns. of;a public journal, 
_or-the chaff, winnowed from the grain in the 
whirlwind of theological schisms and setar- 
ian prejudices.) 5, . , TAOS 
I would therefore respectfully inform Mr. 
“FI.” that if he really: bungers and thirsts 
after righteousness, the faithful reader, will 
draw from the scriptures themselvés more 
_ pure fountains, than from those whose bus- 
iness it isto teach them.: To the Bible, 
therefore let him be referred for instruction. 
If, after all, his mind cannot be disenthral- 
led from pious doubts, and the anxious en- 
quirer is unable tg determine, whether he is 
to make a part of the pure grain which is to 


fill the garner of his. Lords. or. her he 
is to be cast off as worthless chafi, let, him 


be informed that the desk of evel divine is 
one place, and his closet another, from 
which he is bound to impart instruction. If 
any man, armed with a. pure conscience, 
with unshaken faith, and with the holy scrip- 
tures for his shield, believes himself unable 
to pass the threshhoid of the vineyard of his 
Lord ,I venture to predict,that upon the sum- 
mit of his doubts, he will like the aspen be 
always trembling,and like the camelion, ev- 
er changing his colors. 
A Sunscrrsen. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 


To the Rev. M, P. Squier, of Buffalo. 
Sir—As youhave disregarded my last so- 
licitations for infgrmation, [am under the 
necessity of applying to you again, upon the 
same subject. Perseverance, I believe, has 
long held a distinguished rank among the 
christian virtues ; and I cannot but think 
_ your treatment of me must be designed to 
know how far Ican justly lay claim to it. 
‘| trust, sir, the result of your experiment 
will show I am not wanting in this virtue. 
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This. is my fifth address to you for some 
information upon the subject of which your 
sermon, preached on the 12th of October 
last, treated. Your text was a part of the 
parable of the Wheat and Tares, as reéord- 
ed inthe 13th chapter of Matthew. My 
Jfirst appeal to you for farther instruction 
was published in this paper of the 17th of 
‘October. This you passed ky in silence ; 








like manner. I then addressed you a third 


swer. My fourth appeal, upon the” same 
‘subject, was published on the 5th’ day of 
the present month ; and your silent’ refusal 
io answer this fourth appeal, as well as all 
the preceeding ones, renders it now neces- 
sary that Irenew my request for ‘instruc- 
tion; and repeat, the fifth time, that I 
‘cannot understand the parable of the Wheat 
and Tares in the ‘manner you explained it. 
In my first address to you I stated what 
questions I wished you to answer, to assist 
my understanding ; and the subsequent let- 
ters have been only repetitions, in substance, 
of that one—urging you to give me' that in- 
struction of which, if your views of thé par- 
able are right, [stand so much in need.— 
What a singular contrast does my fate, in 
this particular, form to that of a late chris- 
tian of your own denomination, who, in 
speaking of his clergyman (in a case like 


all my, ignorant objections, and never left 
one till he had answered it soasto convince 
my judgement and satisfy my heart.”— 
Would I could say as much ; but, although 
you publicly avow my belief to be a capital 
error, yet you will not condescend to ‘show 
me the right way ! 'This isa seriotis charge: 
but really, Mr. Squier, you have obliged me 
tolay it at your door. ; 

In one of the sermons whicl you pféach- 
ed on Sunday last you had’ much to siy a- 
bout false teachers. ' Pray, sir, do you in- 
tend your hearers shall apply this ‘to your- 
self, for having taught that the devil put up- 
on this earth all the*wicked part of the hu- 
man family ? 

_ As you believe that a iarge majority of 
the human family will be finally miserable, 
and as you in your sermon of Oct. 12, iden- 
tified those with Tares, in the parable, you 
of course must believe that the devil, who 
sowed the Tares, must have ‘created more 
human beings than God himself! I say 
created, because how else could the devil 





| become possessed of them ? He could -not 


and onthe 7th of Nov. following, my second 
appeal was published, which you treateg in” 


re 


oe, 


ime, which was published upon the 21st of — 
the same month, and to this you gave noan- | 


this) says : “ He has listened patiently to . 





ee 





~ 


“en 


_ heaven why don’t you kill yourself? If I 


_ures of sin.” “ If the doctrine of Universal 


prove false, yours will catch me; but if 
_, yours should prove false, mine won’t save 
. you. 
_ amy bow ? and that [ stand two chances to 
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steal nor purchase them, which leaves him 
no means of possessing them, except by be- 
ing their creator. Eibe : 

Although I did not intend to,trouble you 
with any new questions, until you had fur- 
nished me with answers to those already 
put ; yet one which I shall introduce here, 
is such as capnot be disconnected from those 
already before you. You admit that those 
wicked people, brought here (and of course 
created) by the devil, have souls, and such: 
ones, too, as will live just as long as the 
souls created by the God of the Universes 
Now I am ata loss to divine the means by 
which the devil, who, you say, js a created 
being, could create these souls. They must | 
be a most excellent imitation of righteous | 
souls, so far as durability, at least, is con-| 
cerned. Will you have the goodness,when | 
you answer the other questions Ihave put 
to you, to tell me how all this can be ? 

I will take the liverty, as I have hereto- 
fore.done,of referring you to the Gospel Ad- 
vocate of Oct. 17th, (which was left at your 

-house) for a list of the questions I wish an- 

swered ; and I will just add, also, that I 
shall wait my usual time, two weeks, for 
your answer, before I again address you 
upon this subject. Iam, sir, yours, &c. 


Buffalo, Dec. 19, 1823. 





From the Universalist Magazine. 
INCONSISTENCIES POINTED OUT. 
There is nothing more common among 
the opposers of the doctrine of Universal 
Benevolence than the use of the following 
(as they think) arguments. “ If I thought’ 
as you do, I would indulge in all the pleas- 


Happiness be true, it makes no difference 
what we do ; we shall be saved at last.”— 
« Ifall men are to be saved, what is the use 
ef preaching?” “If my doctrine should 


Don’t you see I have two strings to 


your.one ?” “ Universalism will do. very 
well to live by; butno Universalist can 
die in. peace.” “ I do not believe your doc- 
trine is true ;. but if it be, it ought not to be 
preached, for it leads to licentiousness, and 
if it were generally believed there would be 
no living in society.” “ There is much 
misery in this life—if you feel sure of 


believed that all men would be happy in a 





future state, I would kill my family, and 


et a 


then myself, and so go to heaven. ana. 
rid of this wicked ort and get 

We purpose to make a few brief remarks 
on the above prositions, and sincerely ho 
that those, who are in the habit of aa : 
such disingenuous arguments, will lay there 
aside, and if they cannot _ find better aid. 
embrace that truth, which they can op see 
only with sophisms, witticisms, and Ete 
representations. 

1. “Tf I thought as youdo I would in. 
dulge in all the pleasures of sin.” If you 
thought as we do, you would not think ‘sin 
capable of affording any pleasure ; but if 
you have such a relish for sin that you are 
only prevented from indulging in all sorts 
of wickedness, by the fear of future, never. 
ending torments, your heart must be woful- 
ly depraved, and you, an object of pity.— 
Your belief in eternal torment can never re- 
form the heart, and while you believe there 
is pleasure in sin, and have a taste for it, 
you cannot behappy. ,If you have a taste 
for the pleasures of sin, you have a taste for 
what you dare not enjoy ;.soit seems by 
your own confession : There must, then,be 
a perpetual conflict between desire and fear, 
and if your life is not wicked, your heartis, 
and God looks at the heart, not the outward 
appearance,—you are then wicked, and 
therefore, have no peace.’ You must learn 
that wisdom’s ways are pleasant,—you 
must acquire a taste for virtue, and find an 
inexpressible pleasure in the practice of it, 
and then you will have no desire for sin, 
and con§equently no need of the fear of e- 
ternal torment to keep you from it. 

2. “If the doetrine of Universal Happi- 
ness betrue, it makes no difference what 
we do, we shall be saved at last.” There 
isno salvation in sin. Who ‘would be wil- 
ling to plunge his hand in the fire and burn 
it, even if he knew it would, by and by 
cease to smart, and get well ? Men do not 
sin voluntarily, with an expectation of be- 
ing punished, they mean to escape it. I 
cannot believe that many persons could be 
found, who wodld think it an argument, 
that they should live in sin and misery, and 
drag outa wretched existence, because there 
was a prospect, in another state, of their 
being happy. Wicked men are generally 
so thoughtless, as not to think much about 
another state of existence, or even the pres- 
ent. This argument is very much like say- 
ing of a ship’s company at sea,—it makes 
no difference whether they should be cast 
away on some lonely island or not, for they 
will be taken off, and no lives will be finally 
lost. Who would be willing to be cast a- 
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way, and remain gn a desert island for 
years among savages, because they knew a 
friendly hand would one day restore them 
to their friends, and to peace. ' 

3. “ If all men are to be saved, what is 
the use of preaching.” IfGod knows that 
a certain part of mankind will be irrecove- 
rably lost, or if he has decreed it, what we, 
might ask with some propriety, is the use of 
preaching F 
ter and happier in this world ; but you, in 
the next, which you do not believe you can 
do, as you believe the states ofall men,there, 
are unalterably fixed by a decree, or in the 
knowledge of God. 

4. “Ifmy doctrine should prove false, 
yours will catch me, but if yours should 
prove false, mine won’t save you. Don’t 
you see I havetwo strings tomy bow r— 
and that I stand two chances to your one?” 
You hope to be saved by believing in eter- 
nal misery, but if eternal misery won’t save 
you, or if believing in the eternal damna- 
tion of others, won’t make you happy, you 
will then believe what “ God hath spoken 
by the mouth of his holy prophets since the 
world began.” It certainly, must be some 
consolation to you, that if you cannot be 
saved by “ a refuge of lies”—you can by 
the truth. Ido not see that you liave two 
strings to your bow: for, as long as you 
believe in endless misery, you have but one, 
and Ido not think you depend much on 
that, for you know it t6 Bevery “tender.— 
As to your standing two chances to my one, 
I do not see, nor believe it, neither do Ibe- 
lieve there is any salvation except in the 
gift of God. If, as you say, the wages of 
sin is eternal death, there can be no such 
thing as salvation of any kind; for all have 
sinned, and God will by no means clear the 
guilty. If, however, I am to be saved, my 
salvation is as certain by the decree, or in 
the knowledge of the Divine counsels as 
yours, and your believing in damnation,will 
not save you, neither will believifig in sal- 
vation damn me. You appear'to me as in- 
consistent in this remark, as the man who 
was about to proceed to England. He had 
leit his native state, (Vermont,) in compa- 
ny with several] others, and arrived at Bos- 
ton, {Mas.) where a fine ship was prepared, 
designed to, and capable of carrying every 
one of them, when Lo ! he would not goon 
board, and took passage in and old rotten 
vessel, which at the most would carry but 
a few, declaring, at the same time, that he 
was the wisest—that he had two strings to 
his bow, and that he stood two chances to 
their one,—for if his vessel should come to 
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pieces and fail him (and he confessed he 
had his fears,) he could thén go on board 
theirs, but if theirs should fail, they must be 
lost, for his would not carry all,—it having 
only been designed for a few, and they must 
go on board before it left the harbor or not 
at all. After experiencing much trouble; 
and many anxious fears while inthe harbor 
—he launches forth with great trepidation 


into the DEEP, when—alas o’day, his vessel 


fell to pieces, and sunk out of his sight ; but 
alt! he was received on board the ot 
with joy, and reached with his companions 
the destined port in triumph. Was he the 
wisest think ye? or was he not ? 

5. “ Universalism will do very well to 
live by, but no Universalist can die in 
peace.” This is too extravagant to merit 
an answer. If believing in the doctrine of 
Universal Benevolence will make us happy 
in life, why not in death ? Can we not die 
in peace if we believe God will make us and 
all men happy, forever ? Is it necessary to 
believe that some men will be damned to 
all eternity, in order to die in peace ? 

6. “ It ought not to bepreached if true,” 
&c. If it be true,it certainly ought to be 
preached, for the truth can do no hurt,— 
but will make us free indeed. 

7. “There is much misery in this life,” 
&c. . There is, but it proceeds shoe pets 
from false doctrines. If you believed the 
doctrine of Universal Happiness, and lived 
accordingly, you would bé “in heaven, and 
you surely would not kill yourself to get out 
of it. Think of these things. 

BE. Casg, Jun. 





- Prom the Gospel Herald. 
DEATH OF BR, BIGELOW... 

TO TUE EDITOR, 

Sir—It falls to my lot to communicate to 
you the painful intelligence of the death of 
Br. Timothy Bigelow, and his worthy con- 
sort. She died on the Lith day of last 
month, and he on the 5th of this present 
month. Both died of fever, at their usual 
residence, in Palmyra, Portage county, O- 
hio; soon after his return from atour to 
the westward. Death, this season, stalks 
through the land, wresting from us some of 
our most useful citizens and best of friends, 
having no respect of persons. It remains 
to be said, that an afilicted family has been 
deprived of the most affectionate and tender 
parents. ‘They could always realize, in ev- 
ery act of their kind parents, the example 
of their Heavenly Father, who is “ good 
unto all, and his tender mercies are over 
all his works.” The friends of truth. have 
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mae Bat sustained a loss which will indeed be sore ne Thus xf in, the sport of bliss and care. 
ai yh felt in all their, weligious circles. For* Risej on Time’s eventful sea, , 
py et Bigelow ,was a man who possessed superior} | And héaving swell’d a moinent there, 
Wye gl 4) abilities; warm in his affections, devout in _ Thus melts into Eternity. 

Rea et all his religious performances, and ardent 

eras tf in his zeal for truth. The pathetic effusions THE FRAILTY OF BEAUTY, 


+ ess oy of his, ‘soul have often been poured out to 
Ha his audience, exhibiting to the people the 
glorious... attributes of the only true God 
warming their hearts with the fire of divine 
love. The’ loss is to be regretted by all 
iho feel interested. in the promulgationipf| 
‘ truths of the gospel ; but God is wise 
in all his dealings with us, and we must sub- 
mit. Br. Bigelow has fought a good fight, 
he bas finished his course, - he has kept the 
faith ; henceforth there is laid up for him a 
crown of righteousness which the Lord, the 
righteous Judge shall give him in that ‘day, 
Both he and his,companion, died firm and 
unshaken in their faith,of the doctrine which 
they had so warmly advocated for years 
past, unto the yery last moment, confirm- 
inz the glorious doctrines of universal rec-! 
onciliation, with their dying breath. 
THEOPHILUS COTTON. 
Austintown, (Ohio,) Nov. 9, 1823. 









FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


“ Tam, the,.resurrection and the life ; he 
that belicweth in me, tho’ he were dead, 
yet shall-he live ; and whosever liveth, 


and believeth in me, shall never die.” 
' John ix, 25, 


Shall Satan’s kingdom stand, 

Since Christ hath sav’d the whole > 
Shall human edicts go to damn 

One precious blood-bought soul ? 





St. Paul says—Christ hath died, 
Yea, and hath ris’n again, 

That those who in his power confide 

| May with him ever reign. 


a tig ~ 


The keys of death and hell 
Are in that Sov’reign’s hand, 
Who ever doeth all things well— 
By whom all creatures stand. 


ane | Then sinners catch the strain | 
: That seraph’s chant above, _ 
And, lowly, bow at Jesus’ name, 
Which ever will be LOVE. 
C. 





A REFLECTION AT SEA. 

Sce, how beneath the moon-beam’s smile. 
ee Yon little billow heaves its breast, 
ta And foams and sparkles for a while, 








And, mutmyring, then subsides to rest. 











- beauty’s wreck 
Ts soon accomplished, Of created things, 
Nothing was finish’d with a tool so nice 
As the moth’s wing : *tis cover’d with fine art, 
Hens cloth’din feathers to the quickest eye 
dly perceptible. ‘Yet’ one slight touch 
Defaces all. So woman’s beauty flies, 
Brush’d by the hand of sorrow or mischance, 





DIED—In this village on Saturday the 

13th inst, Mr. Asaph S. Bemis, aged $4 ys, 
i, his death society has lost an industtions 
citizen, his wife is beréft of an indulgent 
and affectionate husband, «and six helpless 
children are left without a father to protect 
them. 

It is fondly hoped, that the situation of 
the widow and her children, will recéive the ’ 
attention of all who profess faith in a God 
of benevolence. Let it be remembered that 
« pure religion and undefiled before God 
and the Father is this, to visit the widow 
and fatherless i in their affliction. “ 

Communicated. 


TO PATRONS. 
The Editor of this Paper, returns his 
gratefak- oc kaowledgments to those who haye 


‘| seen proper’to extend to» him. their patron- 


age; but regrets, that many are in arrears 
for the whole year, and very many for the 
Jast half year. The terms of this paper are 
half yearly in advance—AND THESE ARE 
THE ONLY TERMS upon which we can pros- 
per in the publication. * Therefore, all, who 
are in arrear, will “ strengthen the hands’ 
of the Editor, and “ gladden the heari” of 
the Printer, by immediately making their re- 


mittances, postage paid. 

At the close of this volume, we shall send 
an extra number of this paper to all sub- 
scribers, who may not have renewed their 


subscription, by engaging the 2d volume— 
and all those who do not wish to continue it, 


will please enclose back the paper to Us. 
Buffalo, I Nov. 28, 1823. 
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